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Joint Statement from AAU, APLU, IA,
MDMA, NVCA, and USIJ on House
Judiciary Committee Markup of H.R. 9
WASHINGTON D.C. - The Association of American Universities (AAU), the Association of
Public & Land-Grant Universities (APLU), the Innovation Alliance (IA), the Medical Device
Manufacturers Association (MDMA), the National Venture Capital Association (NVCA), and the
Alliance of U.S. Startups and Inventors for Jobs (USIJ) released the following joint statement
on the House Judiciary Committee markup of H.R. 9, the Innovation Act:
“As representatives of a broad coalition of universities, inventors, manufacturing technology
and life science companies, venture capitalists and startup communities, we must express our
continued opposition to H.R. 9, the Innovation Act, as it is currently drafted. Although we
welcome some of the changes made in the latest version, these changes do not go nearly far
enough. Overall, H.R. 9 would still dramatically weaken intellectual property rights, harm U.S.
competitiveness and undermine a patent system that has been critical to incentivizing
innovation and job creation in our country for more than 200 years. We urge the House
Judiciary Committee to reject H.R. 9 in its current form.”
###

Association of American Universities
The Association of American Universities (AAU) is an association of 60 U.S. and two Canadian
public and private research universities. It focuses on issues such as funding for research,
research policy issues, and graduate and undergraduate education. AAU member universities
are on the leading edge of innovation, scholarship, and solutions that contribute to the nation's
economy, security, and wellbeing. AAU’s 60 U.S. universities award nearly one-half of all U.S.
doctoral degrees and 55 percent of those in STEM fields.
Association of Public & Land-Grant Universities
APLU is a research, policy, and advocacy organization dedicated to strengthening and
advancing the work of public universities in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. With a membership
of 238 public research universities, land-grant institutions, state university systems, and
affiliated organizations, APLU's agenda is built on the three pillars of increasing degree
completion and academic success, advancing scientific research, and expanding engagement.

Innovation Alliance
The Innovation Alliance represents innovators, patent owners and stakeholders from a diverse
range of industries that believe in the critical importance of maintaining a strong patent system
that supports innovative enterprises of all sizes. Innovation Alliance members can be found in
large and small communities across the country, helping to fuel the innovation pipeline and
drive the 21st century economy.
Medical Device Manufacturers Association
The Medical Device Manufacturers Association (MDMA) is a national trade association based in
Washington, DC providing educational and advocacy assistance to innovative and
entrepreneurial medical technology companies. Since 1992, MDMA has been the voice for
smaller companies, playing a proactive role in helping to shape policies that impact the medical
device innovator. MDMA's mission is to promote public health and improve patient care
through the advocacy of innovative, research-driven medical device technology.
National Venture Capital Association
Venture capitalists are committed to funding America’s most innovative entrepreneurs, working
closely with them to transform breakthrough ideas into emerging growth companies that drive
U.S. job creation and economic growth. As the voice of the U.S. venture capital community,
the National Venture Capital Association (NVCA) empowers its members and the entrepreneurs
they fund by advocating for policies that encourage innovation and reward long-term
investment. As the venture community’s preeminent trade association, NVCA serves as the
definitive resource for venture capital data and unites its nearly 400 members through a full
range of professional services.
Alliance of U.S. Startups and Inventors for Jobs
The Alliance of U.S. Startups and Inventors for Jobs (USIJ) is a group of nearly 50 Silicon
Valley-based inventive startups, inventors, investors and entrepreneurs. Collectively, we have
launched dozens of companies in areas ranging from biotechnology to medical devices and
wireless technology. We invent real things and create real companies. We also rely on the
strength of the U.S. patent system to create these companies, breakthroughs and jobs.
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